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» Protest sent by the Medical Women’s 
Federation to the London County 
Council. 


MEDICAL WoMEN’sS FEDERATION, 
9, CLIFFORD STREET, BOND STREET, 
Wel. 


January 24th, 1925. 


SIR, 

The Council of the Medical Women’s Federation protests 
against the decision taken by the London County Council on 
October 21st, 1924, to rescind the exemption of medical women from 
Standing Order No. 346, thereby requiring that all women medical 
officers must in future resign on marriage, and making married 
medical women ineligible for appointments under the Council. 


We consider that this policy is grossly unfair to medical 
women, and that it is also against the interests of the community. 
On the oue hand it is unfair that women who have chosen a certain 
branch of work in the profession after great expenditure of time 
and money, should be obliged to relinquish it on marriage, and on 
the other hand such compulsory dismissal will often involve loss to 
the Council of some of its best workers whose valuable experience 
will thus be wasted; while the ruling ont of married women will 
seriously limit the choice of candidates for appointments. 


The Federation has always upheld the principle that in 
considering grounds for the appointment or dismissal of medical 
officers, matters affecting the efficiency of their work should alone 
be admitted. 


It appears to us that Standing Order No. 846 which debars 
all married women from employment by the Council, and gives no 
consideration to the different circumstances existing in different 
kinds of work, is unfair to every group of workers, as well as being 
obviously contrary both to the letter and the spirit of the Sex 
Disqualification (Removal) Bill. 


We ask that this Standing Order which was passed almost 
twenty years ago—a period when the general view of the limits of 
women’s work was very different from what it is at present—may 
in the near future be reconsidered, and we hope rescinded. 


Yours faithfully, 


FRANCES IveEns, President. 
FLORENCE E. Barrett, Past President. 
CATHERINE CHISHOLM : é 
Vice-Presidents. 
Louisa MARTINDALE : ' 
- . Louisa B. ALDRICH-BLAKE, Hon. Treasurer. 
F. May Dickinson Berry, Hon. Secretary. 
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